SOVIET UNDERSTANDING
miscalculation in planning.   An extra large haul of
fish or a large fruit crop might conceivably create a
temporary problem as to what to do with the stocks,
but at most, if people did not want to eat these things,
they could be used for manure. Only in extremely rare
circumstances could stocks of anything appear for
which no rational use could be found. Miscalculation
might cause a plethora of some commodity, the
obvious remedy for which would be to transfer the
redundant labour to some other point in the system,
which would involve a slight adjustment of the plan,
or the workers, having "overfulfilled" the plan in
their particular line, could be given a holiday until
they were required again.   Unless there is an actual
shortage of food, clothing and shelter, there is no need
for workers to go without these things because they
have produced "too much" of anything.  Only a real
scarcity can cause a real hardship. Many surpluses, on
the other hand, may not be accidental, but deliberate.
At the present moment it is the aim of Soviet economy
to produce so much wheat as to create a store to be
used in case of bad harvests or war. Indeed, it may
even be considered worth while economising on food
now in order to build up such a store for the future.
Under capitalism such stores are built up, not because
it has been decided that people may actually require